Ideas to help at home…
Reading:
All children like to be read to, so keep reading to them. You can read in
your first language.
Play card and board games together.
Talk about pictures in books.
Sing waiata and songs, read poems and make up rhymes together – the
funnier the better eg The fat cat sat on the mat wearing a hat!
Most importantly, make it an enjoyable, interesting and special time
together!

Writing:
Write to each other. Write notes to your child and leave them in
interesting places, like the letterbox or make a treasure hunt around
your property. Ask them to write a reply.
Help them email, text or write to family, whānau or friends.
Talk about what your child writes. Be interested. If you don’t
understand what your child’s picture or story is about, ask them to tell
you about it.

Mathematics:
Use lots of mathematics words as your child is playing to develop their
understanding of early mathematics (e.g. “over”, “under”, “first”, “second”,
“third”, “round”, “through”, “before”, “after”). Use the language that works
best for you and your child.

For wet afternoons/school holidays/weekends:
Get together with your child and:
Play with water using different shaped containers and measuring
cups in the sink or bath.
Bake – talk to your child about the recipe/ingredients using words
like "how many?" "how much?" "more". Count how many teaspoons of
baking soda are needed, how many cups of flour, how many muffin
cases.
Play dress-ups and getting dressed, use words like "short", "long",
and ask questions like "what goes on first?", "what goes on next?",
"does it fit?"
Create a ‘sorting box’ with all sorts of ‘treasure’ – bottle tops, shells,
stones, poi, toys, acorns, pounamu (greenstone), cardboard shapes,
leaves. Ask questions like "how many?", "which is the biggest group?",
"which is the smallest?", "how many for each of us?”
Do jigsaw puzzles, play card and board games and build with blocks.

